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Part 3 of Winbourn History 

 
Pearl Mch 1900 2/12  
Married 17 years (1883)  She is mother of 10; 7 
living 
1901- Mrs. Will Burge-- Hope for Recovery  
Mrs. Will Burge, who has not been expected to 
recover from her attack of pneumonia, is 
reported a little better this morning and there is 
a good chance now for her recovery.  The news 
of the death of Lee has been kept from her as it 
was feared the shock would prove fatal.  Wylie 
and Walter who are suffering from typhoid 
fever and Albert who is down with pneumonia 
are also reported some better, although not 
altogether out of danger.  The other members of 
the family are being cared for by their relatives 
on this side of the river.  Marvin and Thomas 
are at T. C. Winbourn's and Pearl is at E. E. 

Carl's. 
1902-Martha W. Carl to Julina W. Burge, Quit 
Claim Deed Lots 1, 2 Block 10 and additional 
footage, $100. 
1910 Census Weld Co, CO Pct 26 Winbourn, 
Brighton Road:  
William J. Burge 49 GA  
W June (Julina) 45 CO  
S Wylie 25 CO   
S Walter 21    
S Marvin 19  
S Thomas 14  
S Albert 11  
D Pearl 10  
S Floyd 8  
S Francis W 6  
S Dennis 3  
S Norman 11/12  

 Married 27 years  She is mother of 14; 10 
living 
 

1920 Soundex B-620 Colorado Weld Co ED 
249 sheet 1:  
 
Julina W. Burge, 50, born CO  
d Pearl Burge 19 CO   
s Floyd 17 CO  
s Francis 15 CO    
s Dennis A. 13 CO   
s Norman 11 CO 
 
1920-I believe that when the above census was 
taken, Julina had moved from the home place 
and was living in the town of Fort Lupton, 
along with her remaining five children.  She 
lived at several addresses and at the time of her 
death her address was 3rd Street and McKinley 
Avenue. Fort Lupton, Colorado was a small 
town one and one-half miles east of the home 
place- Bev.   
 
From "Weld County Old & New, People & 
Places", Volume V.  Historical Gazetteer 
Dictionary of Place Names, Weld County, 
Colorado.  Pre-Historic Indians to 1992.  
Compiled and Edited by:  Carol Rein 
Shwayder.  Published by:  Unicorn Ventures, 
1433 Birch Avenue, Post Office Box 424, 

Greeley, Colorado 80631.  
People and Places p 589  
Winbourne, Juliana (Burge):  Burge Hill Ranch 
1880 TWP 1-67  
Written by Mrs. J. W. (Julina Winbourn) Burge, 
about 1936.  The following two articles were 
printed in the Special Centennial Edition of the 
Blue and White Courier (high school 
newspaper) when Dorothy Lee Burge, 
granddaughter of Julina Burge, was on the 
staff:  

Lost Boy  
"At the time of one of the Indian raids, T. C. 
Winbourn gave those fleeing to safety an added 
scare.  In the fall of 1864 the settlers on the 
west side of the river were warned that a band 
of Indians had massacred a family to the north.  
The settlers immediately loaded their families 
into covered wagons, drawn by oxen, and 
started for safety.  After going many miles it 
was discovered that a little boy six or seven 
years was missing.  After a search through the 
wagons, they believed the Indians had stolen 
him.  Then Tom was discovered asleep in a 
wagon of bedding driven by Negro John.  The 
little boy grew up and lived to a ripe old age.  
He became one of the most honored of Fort 
Lupton's citizens, T. C. Winbourn.  The winter 
was hard and cold.  Small-pox and other 
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diseases added to their suffering, but the 
pioneers were brave".  (T. C. was Julina's 
brother and was actually about 13 years old- 
Bev) 
 

        Sewing Machine in 1800’s 
"In the early 60's (1860's) a man named Mr. 
Hazard of Henderson came to this community 
selling Wheeler and Wilson sewing machines.  
W. G. Winbourn bought the first one.  Mr. 
Winbourn was so particular with his sewing 
machine that he did all the sewing himself.  
Women came from all over the country to have 
the ruffles made for their dresses.  The ladies 
wore hoop skirts in those days with ruffles 
from the waist to the hem, which was about six 
inches from the floor and required about 
eighteen yards of ruffling".  
  
(W. G. was Julina's father)  
From:  My Grandmother's Scrap Book by 
Phyllis Burge Davis Ceretto-first grand child of 
William and Julina Winbourn Burge  
 

    Indians Massacred a Family 
"In the fall of 1864 a warning was given to the 
settlers on the west side of the South Platte 
River at Fort Lupton that band of Indians, most 
likely the Plains Sioux, had massacred a family 
in the north. 
 
The settlers immediately gathered together few 
belongings they would need and started for the 
thriving little village, which is now Denver.  
They traveled in covered wagons drawn by 
oxen.  From three and one half to four hours 
were necessary to make the hot, dusty trip in 
summer and in winter the long cold ride was 
much slower.  The road followed the South 
Platte River and the trees gave protection from 
the Indians. In this group was the W. G. 
Winbourn family who lived just across the river 
west of Fort Lupton. 
 
When the train of oxen-drawn wagons reached 
Denver they camped and found houses in 
which to spend the biggest part of that year.  
They were surrounded by United States Troops 

who provided security. Mr. Winbourn returned 
home to harvest his crop.  He lived in the Fort 
and carried a gun with him everywhere he went 
in order to insure his safety. 
 
In November a baby girl was born to the 
Winbourns. She was named Julina and later 
called Junie. 
 
The following spring found the settlers returned 
to their homes where they planted their ground 
anticipating a fruitful harvest.  The Fort 
provided protection in case of Indian raids. 
When Junie was two, Aunt Mary, Mr. 
Winbourn's sister came to live with them.  She 
told an interesting story of her trip starting from 
Marysville, Missouri, in the spring with her 
nephew and crossing the plains in a prairie 
schooner.  Her nephew's name was Allison C. 
Cheeley and the year was 1866.  
  
(Allison was married to Martha Winbourn, 
Mary and W. G.'s sister--Bev)  

 

On the Warpath 
It was only the previous fall that the Plains 
Sioux had been on the warpath, and roving 
bands of Indians often came within sight of the 
pioneers.  They reached Fort Lupton without 
the loss of a single member of their party late in 
the summer.  One year before Aunt Mary's 
arrival in the little settlement, a white man had 
been killed only a quarter of a mile from the 
earthen fort.  Indian scares were common in the 
late sixties and the women and children often 
went to the fort for protection. 
 
Aunt Mary had never married.  Romances were 
many in her life and as a southern belle in the 
Confederate town of Greensboro, NC she had 
many suitors; but she had believed it her duty 
to care for her invalid mother.  When she came 
to live with her brother and his family she 
brought among her treasures from the South a 
Bible which been in her family 150 years, bits 
of rare lace, and pressed flowers gathered from 
the battlefield near Greensboro, where General 
McClellan waged his battles. 
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When Junie and her brothers and sister became 
of school age they attended school in Fort 
Lupton and at various times in Denver if the 
Indians were particularly unfriendly. 
 
Mr. Winbourn had quite a number of horses 
and cows.  They made good use of fresh milk 
and cream.  When they churned their own 
butter, they had more than needed for their own 
use. They exchanged the extra butter for 
groceries.  On these trips to town the girls rode 
in the back of the wagon on new mown hay and 
Cottonwood boughs which were placed there to 
protect the butter from the hot sun. 
 
The W. G. Winbourns had now moved from 
their home on the island surrounded by the 
South Platte River and the Lupton Bottom 
Ditch to their new home on the mainland about 
a quarter of a mile north.  This was also built of 
logs.  One of the milk houses was made of 
grout, a cement-like mixture made of lime and 
gravel.  This land west of the river was called 
Lupton Bottoms. 
 
However, they lived here for a very short time 
as this home was destroyed by fire and they 
built a new home which was still to the north.  
This time a large barn was built of grout. 
By this time Mr. Winbourn was a prominent 
citizen and politician of Weld County.  He was 
very much interested in the building of the first 
depot for the Union Pacific Railroad.  He 
owned much of the land where Fort Lupton 
now stands after purchasing eighty acres from 
the railroad company. 
 
During this time the Twombly Store, a red 
brick establishment had been built.  Beside it 
Mr. Winbourn built a hotel in which space was 
left for a store which he afterwards 
established." 
Sources--Clippings of newspaper articles from 
Julina Winbourn Burge's scrap book:  
Fort Lupton Fact, Weld Co, CO  
Fort Lupton Press, Weld Co, CO  
Tribune-Republican Special, Greeley, Weld Co, 
CO  

The News, Denver, Denver Co, CO  
------------ 

1938 Death Certificate:  State of Colorado, 
Weld County, Fort Lupton File #1, Registration 
District #243, Registered # 68.  Died January 
17, 1938, Juliana Wisdom Burge, widow, at 
home-McKinley & 3rd St.  Husband W. J. 
Burge, Father W. G. Winbourn, Mother Mary 
Wisdom. 
Informant W. W. Burge.  Julina was paralyzed 
and bedfast for about 12 years.  She died of 
broncho pneumonia.  The attending doctor was 
Dr. Monismith. 
 
          1938-From unknown newspaper:    

Mrs. Julina Burge Dies 

Fort Lupton, Jan. 17. 1938 

 
Mrs. Julina Burge died at her home in Fort 
Lupton Monday morning about 10 a.m. 
 Mrs. Burge was born Nov. 4, 1864.  She was 
married to William J. Burge in Woodville, Ala.  
The couple came to Fort Lupton in September, 
1883 where they have since resided.  Mr. Burge 
preceded her in death on Dec. 16, 1912. 
 Mrs. Burge has been bedfast for 15 years and 
an invalid for 20 years.  She was the mother of 
12 sons and 2 daughters Marvin Burge, 
deceased, Norman Burge, Floyd Burge, Albert 
Burge and Wiley Burge of Fort Lupton, Francis 
W. Burge, Thomas Burge, and Walter Burge of 
Los Angeles, Dennis Allen Burge of El Monte, 
Calif, and Mrs. Pearl Trunk of El Monte, Calif.  
Arrangements will be in charge of the 
Lefferdink mortuary. 
 
1938 January-Funeral Services for  
     Mrs. Julina Burge  

      Are held Wednesday Afternoon. 
 
 A quiet life came to a close on Monday 
morning, January 17, at 9:45 o'clock, when 
Mrs. Julina Burge passed into the Great 
Beyond at her home, Third Street and 
McKinley Avenue, Fort Lupton, Colorado. 
 For twenty-eight years, with patience and 
fortitude, Mrs. Burge has been fighting what 
terminated into a losing battle against mortal 
illness. She had been an invalid for the past 
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eighteen years. 
  
Her appreciation of every kindness extended 
her during the time she was shut in and her 
cheerful, courage and lively spirit made it a 
pleasure to be near her and care for her. 
  
During all her illness she was never heard to 
complain and although her life was quiet, the 
spirit of charity, hospitality and loyalty was 
prominent. 
  
Julina Winbourn Burge was born to W. G. and 
Mary Winbourn Nov. 4, 1864 on 13th Street in 
Denver, making for her the distinction of being 
one of the oldest pioneers to be born in this part 
of Colorado and placed her in close contact 
with the early development of Fort Lupton.  
  
After her parents had established their 
residence in what is now known as the old 
Winbourn home west of Fort Lupton, they 
returned to Denver for two winters to avoid the 
annoyance of Indian uprisings and to send their 
children to school; hence Mrs. Burge's early 
schooling was in the Denver and Fort Lupton 
schools. 
  
After finishing her elementary schooling here 
she attended the Scottsboro Academy at 
Scottsboro, Alabama.  There she met William 
J. Burge to whom she was married on August 
21, 1883, at Woodville, Alabama.  They came 
to Fort Lupton in September 1883 and 
established a home two miles west of Fort 
Lupton at what is known as the old Burge 
home.  (at the foot of Burge Hill on the south 
side of the road) 
 
 Fourteen children were born to this union.  
Five preceded Julina in death, two boys and 
one girl died in infancy, and two sons, Lee 
Hampton, passed away Jan. 11, 1901, at the age 
of 14 years, and William Marvin, passed away, 
April 8, 1935, at the age of 44 years. 
 William J., the husband, died on Dec. 16, 
1912, at San Antonio, Texas, where they had 
gone for her health. 
  

She is survived by eight sons and one daughter, 
Wylie W., Albert C., Floyd W., and Norman 
B., of Fort Lupton, and Walter T., Thomas F., 
Francis W., all of Los Angeles; Dennis A., and 
the daughter, Mrs. Pearl Trunk of El Monte, 
Calif.; and 17 grand children, Phyllis Davis, 
Dorothy Nordyke, Eileen Burge, Eugene 
Burge, Donald Burge, Ethel Burge, Alberta 
Burge, all of Fort Lupton; Helen Winters, Betty 
Burge, and Byron Burge of Los Angeles, 
Beverly Burge, Junior Trunk, William Trunk, 
Shirley Trunk, Marian Trunk, Lucille Trunk, 
VA Trunk, of El Monte, Calif., and one great-
grandchild, Marlene Davis of Fort Lupton; one 
brother, R. L. Winbourn of Venice, Calif., two 
brother's-in-law, Wylie T. and George H. 
Burge of Fort Lupton; four nieces, Nellie Day 
and Mary Blake of Greeley, Mable Laudre of 
Oakland, Calif., Sara Bateman of Fort Lupton, 
four nephews, Ray Burge of Los Angeles, 
Robert and Dale Burge of Fort Lupton, and 
Will Winbourn of Salem, Oregon. 
   
She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Fort Lupton and of the Ladies Aid. 
 To her church as to her organizations she was 
a devoted and conscientious member.  
 
 She became affiliated with Bountiful Chapter 
No. 72, O. E. S. on March 17, 1911. 
  For many years she belonged to the West Side 
Domino Club. 
 
Impressive funeral services were held at the 

Methodist Episcopal Church at 2 o'clock 

Wednesday afternoon, 

 Rev. M. B. Beattie officiating.  
 Mrs. W. M. Ward sang as solos, "Rock of 
Ages" and "Abide With Me", accompanied at 
the organ by Mrs. George H. Frink.   
Chapter No. 72, O. E. S.   
 
Pallbearers were R. A. Whiteside, S. J. Rhode, 
T. C. Mason, A. H. Bell, Jess Koenig, and C. 
G. Phillip.   
 
Arrangements were in charge of the Lefferdink 
Funeral Home. 
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Card of Thanks  

We wish to thank our many friends for their 
sympathy and kindness to our dear Mother 
during the many years of her illness.  We also 
wish to express our appreciation of the 
sympathy shown to us during our recent 
bereavement.  
Wylie W., Walter, Tom, Albert, Francis and 
Floyd Burge, Mrs. Pearl Trunk, and families, 
and Norman Burge. 
 

Estate Records of Julina W. Burge No. 4639 
on file Colorado State Archives, Denver, CO. 
1938 January 21--Proof of Death--Julina W. 
Burge departed this life on or about the 17th 
day of January 1938 and she died leaving no 
last will and testament.  Wylie W. Burge, 
Affiant.  Wylie was appointed administrator.  
The bond was in the amount of Six Thousand 
Dollars,  sureties are Wylie W. Burge, Albert 
C. Burge, County of Weld, State of Colorado 
and Norman B. Burge, County of Los Angeles, 
State of California.   
Affidavit as to Heirship:  

Wylie W. Burge  Ft. Lupton, Colo.  Son  Adult  
Walter T. Burge  Los Angeles, Cal.  Son  Adult  
Thomas F. Burge  Los Angelet, Cal.  Son  
Adult   
Albert C. Burge  Ft. Lupton, Colo.  Son  Adult   
Pearl Burge Trunk  El Monte, Cal.  Daughter  
Adult  
Floyd W. Burge  Ft. Lupton, Colo.  Son  Adult  
Francis W. Burge  Los Angeles, Cal.  Son  
Adult  
Dennis A. Burge  El Monte, Cal.   Son  Adult  
Norman B. Burge  Los Angeles, Cal.  Son  
Adult 
Real Estate  

Lot 32, Block 31, Town of Fort Lupton, 
Colorado  
SW1/4 Sec. 1, Twp. 1, Range 67  
East 50 Acres in the W1/2 SE1/4 Sec. 1, Twp. 
1 Range 67  
W1/2 NE1/4 Sec. 12, Twp. 1, Range 67  
And undivided one-half interest in and to the 
following:  
W1/2 NW1/4 Sec. 1, Twp. 1, Range 67  
N1/2 SE1/4 Sec. 2, Twp. 1, Range 67  

SW1/4 Sec. 2, Twp. 1, Range 67  
together with water rights, said real estate being 
estimated to be worth about Twenty-five 
Thousand Dollars; and the annual rents, issues 
and profits there from being estimated to be 
worth about Two Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars; that the Personal Estate consists 
chiefly of the following to-wit:  
 An undivided one-half interest in and to five 
(5) shares of the Capital Stock of the Fort 
Lupton State Bank  
all of said Personal Estate being estimated to be 
worth about Two Hundred Fifty Dollars. 
1938 February 24-Notice of Adjustment Day, 
published for five consecutive weeks in The 
Fort Lupton Press, first notice--January 27, 
1938.  
All persons having claims against said estate 
are hereby notified to present them for 
adjustment to the County Court of Weld 
County, Colorado on Monday, the 28th day of 
February, 1938, at the hour of 10 o'clock A.M.  
Signed, Wylie W. Burge, Administrator. 
1938 February 28--  
Claim No. 1:  Claim of Dr. A. T. Monismith for 
professional services rendered December 12, 
1937 to January 17, 1938 in the amount of 
$52.94.  The doctor was paid March 31, 1938.  
Claim No. 2:  Claim of Wylie W. Burge for 
account 1367.86, funeral bill $339.15, and 
opening grave $10.00 in the total amount of 
$1,717.01.  He was allowed the sum of 
$1,707.01 as a valid claim of the 5th class, 
January 15, 1940.  (Ten dollars was deducted 
for inheritance tax.)  
Inventory December 21, 1938  

The inventory is the same as the above Real 
Estate with the inclusion:  A parcel of land 
commencing 30 feet (30 ') north of the 
Southwest corner of the E1/2 NW1/4 of Section 
1, Township 1 North, Range 67, West of the 
6th P.M. Weld County, Colorado, thence east 
51 rods, thence north 33 rods, thence west 51 
rods, thence south 33 rods to the place of 
beginning, containing approximately 9 1/2 
acres.  All Real Estate is in Range 67, West of 
the 6th P.M. Weld County, Colorado except for 
the town property.  
Personal Property is also the same as above.   
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1939 February 3--Report of Administrator 
(from January 28, 1938 to February 3, 1939)  
Items of receipts included rent of leased land, 
sale of hay, wheat and sugar beets, and a 
conservation check.  
Total Amount of Moneys Received or 
Collected  $2,492.70 
Items paid out included alfalfa seed, drag line 
work on ditch and ditch assessment, general 
taxes, paint, paper and repairs, cemetery 
association and grave marker, court fees, fire 
insurance, doctor bill, and groceries.  
Total Amount Paid Out    $1,138.86 
Balance Due     $1,353.84 
1939 November 6--Wylie W. Burge petitions 
the court to sell the five shares of the capital 
stock of The Fort Lupton State Bank at private 
sale at not less that the appraised value thereof, 
which value has been set at Two Hundred 
Dollars per share. 
1939 December 2-Petition to Set Day for Final 
Settlement:  
"Wherefore your petitioner pray that Monday, 
the 15th day of January, A. D. 1940 be set for 
the day and date of the final settlement of said 
Estate and the notice thereof be given by 
publication at least once a week for four 
successive weeks in the Fort Lupton Press, a 
Weekly newspaper, printed in whole or in part 
and published in said Weld County, of the time 
and place of said final settlement".  Signed 
Wylie W. Burge, Administrator of said Estate. 
1939 December 4--Wilbur Ward appraised the 
five shares of bank stock "Par Value stock 
$100. per share". 
1940 January 10-Receipt for Inheritance 
Tax:Ten dollars for Inheritance Tax and fees 
for examination and issuance of waiver, as 
itemized due to the State of Colorado from said 
estate.  
" Value of property, gross 25,250.00 
deductions 2,222.95 net 23,027.05". 
1940 January 15-Decree of Heirship, Law of 
1927.  The nine children of Julina were 
determined to be "the sole and only heirs at law 
of said deceased, and their interests in said 
estate" are one-ninth fractional interest. 
Final Report of Administrator:  

Items of Receipts were from March 14, 1939 

through January 15, 1940 and included beet 
checks, sale of barley, oats and hay, parity 
payment, conservation checks, rent, and sale of 
bank stock.  
Total Amount of Moneys Received or 
Collected, $ 2,765.88 
Items Paid Out were from February 24, 1939 
through January 10, 1940 and included taxes, 
alfalfa seed, lumber, wire and repairs, ditch 
assessment, balance court costs, attorney fees, 
claim by Wylie W. Burge allowed by Court.  
Total Amount Paid Out   $ 2,765.88 
Decree of Final Settlement:  . . ."Wylie W. 
Burge has received, for and on behalf of said 
Estate, the sum of $2,765.88; and has expended 
the sum of $2,765.88, leaving in his hands 
nothing to be distributed.   
. . ."It is therefore ordered, adjudged and 
decreed that the said final report and all acts, 
and doings of said Wylie W. Burge in and 
about the administration of the said Estate be, 
and the same are hereby in all things fully 
ratified, confirmed and approved by the Court.   
Ordered that the said Wylie W. Burge be and 
he is discharged as such administrator and that 
his bondsmen be and they are hereby released 
from further liability in the premises".  
Done in open Court this 15th day of January, 
A.D. 1940.  
Benjamin Woodcock, Judge  
(Recorded in Final Settlement Record 3 page 
586).  
 About 1946, Judge Woodcock and his family 
moved to Fort Lupton.  His daughter, Moyne, 
and Julina's granddaughter, Beverly, were 
junior high school classmates and graduated 
together in 1951. Now it is the year 2008  and 
over 50 years later, they are still good friends.  
 About 1941-Division of Estate of Julina 
Winbourn Burge.  
Wylie W. Burge was the administrator of the 
estate.  When it was finally divided, Wylie, 
Albert, Marvin, Dennis, John (Norman), and 
Pearl received land and the others were paid for 
their share.  "Pete" had some land with Dennis 
and John, indefinite as to this part.  

--------------------------------- 
 

 



 HART TO HARTT SUPPLEMENT 

 38

Of worthy note -- even though Julina was 
deceased (about 4 years) when World War II 
started, 6 of her eligible 12 grandchildren 
served in the armed forces:  5 grandsons and 1 
granddaughter.  Only 5 returned--William 
Burge Trunk, Julina's daughter, Pearl's son, 
was killed on "D" Day.  
The other 6, who did not serve, were 
granddaughters. 

--------------------------------- 
*William Jefferson "WIll" Burge (1860-1912) 
Husband of Julina H. Winbourn 
William was the known son of Wylie and 
Martha Wisdom Burge and may have been 
their first child who was born on July 12, 1860. 
Two sons were born after Wiliam and a brother 
and sister died when William was a young boy. 
William was not quite 2 years old when his 
father enlisted May 1862 in the army of the 
Confederate States of America.  After the war, 
in about 1867, his parents, William and his 
brother, Wylie, moved from Whitesville, Harris 
Co, GA to Jackson Co, AL.  He grew up in this 
area, on a farm, until his marriage.  His father 
was also his half 18th cousin once removed and 
7th cousin of his wife, Julina.  His mother was 
also his 4th cousin twice removed, 5th cousin, 
16th cousin once removed; 1st cousin once 
removed of his wife, Julina, and her 4th cousin 
twice removed.        
1860 Census Whitesville, Harris Co, GA, 
William is 3 months old and listed in the 
household of his father: 
Wiley Burge 24 M W Overseer b GA 
Martha Burge 24 F W 
W 3/12 M W b GA  
According to the 1870 and 1880 census, the 
family lived in Woodville, Jackson Co, AL, 
where he is listed in the household of his father. 
1870 Census Jackson Co, AL-p 182 Sub 4 
Woodville: 
Wylie Burge 34 born GA 
Martha 34 born NC 
William 10 born GA 
Wylie 8 born GA 
Hamilton 3 born AL  
1880 Census Jackson Co, Al p 168-B 
Woodville: 
Wily Burge 44 GA GA GA 

Martha 44 NC GA VA 
William 19 GA GA GA 
Wily 17 GA GA GA 
George 12 GA GA GA  
After his marriage in August 1883 to Julina 
Winbourn, the daughter of a successful 
Colorado rancher and businessman, they 
moved to Fort Lupton, Weld Co, CO in 
September 1883.  Julina was his 2nd cousin, 
5th cousin once removed and 7th cousin twice 
removed.      
Source:  Letter to the Fort Lupton Press from 
W. W. Cheely, 1936.  
 
(William G. Winbourn, William's father-in-

law) ". . . welcomed him into his home.  The 
son-in-law got on the old man's nerves and he 
decided to put him to breaking wild horses, in 
which Winbourn made a specialty. Burge, a 
mule specialist, knew very little about horses, 
and the first wild team that he hitched up ran 
away and threw him out of the wagon, breaking 
both legs at the ankle.  When W. G. came 
home, he found his son-in-law in bed in the 
front room, and after a couple of months of this 
close association, decided as a matter of self 
protection to stake Burge to a dryland farm.  
Twenty years later, Burge had more real money 
than his father-in-law, owned most of the farms 
in his neighborhood, and had brought into 
being a lot of sturdy sons to help till them".   
 
See complete text of William W. Cheely's letter 
in his Notes. 
 

Burge Hill: 

About one and one-half miles west of Fort 
Lupton the land becomes steeply elevated and 
this was the location of Will’s farm.  The home 
place, where all of his children were born, was 
at the base of this elevated area.  A road, now 
Colorado State Highway #52, ran East and 
West alongside the farm and up a steep hill.  
This hill became a landmark known as Burge 
Hill and is still used as a reference point.  Many 
accidents occurred on this road and in more 
recent years, the highway department scaled 
down the hill and paved the road. Dennis 
Burge, one of Will's sons, was thrown from a 
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wagon going down Burge Hill.  Dennis was 
about 15 years old and he ended up with a 
broken leg.    
 
1885 State Census Weld Co, CO: 
#793  W. J. Burge W M 24  M 
farmer GA GA NC 
           Josie  W F  20 W M 
keeping house CO NC NC 
           Wyly  W M 9/12 S S (b. Sept 
(April 09, 1885)) CO GA CO 
1889-George C. Norris to W. T. & W. J. Burge, 
Warranty Deed, SE1/4 S 2 T 1N R 67W. 
On November 15, 1898, W. J. Burge was 
appointed a delegate by Governor Alva Adams 
of Colorado to represent the State of Colorado 
at the Farmers' National Congress, which 
convened in Fort Worth, Texas, December 6th 
to 14th, 1898. 
1898 First Weld Count Directory-Head of 
family only:  
W. J. Burge 

The following was written by his son, Dennis A. 
Burge, to the Fort Lupton Press: 
The Fort Lupton State Bank 
  
Prior to the year of 1900, Fort Lupton was 
without any banking facilities.  Most local 
banking was done in Brighton, Colorado.  Mr. 
S. G. Hurst had a general merchandise store 
there and also did a banking business, known as 
The Bank of Brighton. 
  
My father, William J. Burge, who was a 
rancher and stockman living west of Fort 
Lupton along with some other ranchers and 
cattlemen, raised a sufficient amount of money 
to convince Mr. Hurst to open a banking 
facility in Fort Lupton.  Mr. Hurst established 
this money agency with himself as president 
and Mr. S. J. Rhode, an employee in his store, 
as cashier.  The ranchers and cattlemen were 
the directors. 
  
The agency was opened in The Lupton Hotel 
building which had been built by the late W. G. 
Winbourn, my grandfather and the father-in-
law of Mr. Burge.  The new banking agency 
prospered.  Mr. Rhode soon assumed full 

charge and M. B. Rhode was brought into the 
bank. 
  
In 1910 the bank was chartered and became 
The Fort Lupton State Bank.  The officers 
were:  M. B. Rhode, President; S. J. Rhode, 
Vice President and Cashier; and William J. 
Burge, G. S. Allsebrook, H. H. Ewing, B. F. 
Twombly, I. W. Wallace, and S. J. Rhode, 
Directors. 
  
The cattlemen and ranchers lived in the Fort 
Lupton vicinity.  The Burge family lived west 
of Fort Lupton at Burge Hill.  The Allsebrook 
and Wallace families lived south of town.  The 
Ewing family resided north of town at the site 
of the Fort and the Twombly family lived east 
of town at Twombly Hill. 
  
I presume that all of these persons are 
deceased.  Mr. Burge died in 1912 but his 
original stock remained in the family for over 
forty years.  At the settlement of the Burge 
estate in 1941, this stock was sold back to the 
bank. 

-------------------------------- 
1900 Census Weld Co, CO ED 196 sheet 19, 
Pct 26 Winbourn:   
Head William J. Burge born July 1860, born 
GA; father born GA; mother born NC.   
Wife Delilah (Julina) born Nov 1864 CO 
(Colorado Territory), NC, NC. 
 Wiley Apr 1885 CO, GA, CO 
 Lee Nov 1886 
 Walter Nov 1888  
 Marvin Feb 1891  
 Thomas Dec 1895 
 Albert Mch 1898  
 Pearl Mch 1900 2/12 
 
Married 17 years (1883) She is mother of 10; 7 
living 
1902-Mattie W. Carl and Julina W. Burge to 
Wm. J. Burge, Warranty Deed Lots 7, 8, 9 
Block 10, $250. 
1910 Census Weld Co, CO Pct 26 Winbourn, 
Brighton Road: 
William J. Burge 49 GA 
W June (Julina) 45 CO 



 HART TO HARTT SUPPLEMENT 

 41

  
S Wylie 25 CO  
S Walter 21   
S Marvin 19 
S Thomas 14 
S Albert 11 
D Pearl 10 
S Floyd 8 
S Francis W 6 
S Dennis 3 
S Norman 11 
 
Married 27 years She is mother of 14; 10 living 
Will was a member of the Masonic Lodge, 
Lupton Lodge No. 119, A. F. & A. M.  His 
dues of $3.00 had been paid on December 9th, 
1911 through December 31st, 1912. 
From "Weld County Old & New, People & 
Places", Volume V.  Historical Gazetteer 
Dictionary of Place Names, Weld County, 
Colorado.  Pre-Historic Indians to 1992.  
Compiled and Edited by:  Carol Rein 
Shwayder.  Published by:  Unicorn Ventures, 
1433 Birch Avenue, Post Office Box 424, 
Greeley, Colorado 80631. 
People and Places, p 53: 
 

 Burge Hill Ranch 1880 

This ranch was west of Fort Lupton named for 
William J. Burge who was a rancher and 
stockman, living west of the South Platte River 
in the late 1880's until 1912.  Wm. J. Burge 
married the daughter of William Grant 
Winbourn, founder of Fort Lupton.  The Burge 
farm was went (west) of Tracyville on Hwy 52 
to Dacona.  Mr. Burge died in 1912, his wife 
Juliana (Julina) died in 1938.  Both are buried 
at Fort Lupton Cemetery.  Other members 
resided at the ranch in the early 1900's.  It was 
in Township 1 North, Range 67 West in parts 
of Sections 1 and 2.  Still owned by the family 
in the 1940's.  (2000-Mrs. Phyllis Burge, wife 
of William's grandson, Donald Gilbert Burge, 
deceased, still owns property on part of the 
ranch.)  
 

Burge School District No. 9 1864-1913 TWP 
1-67 
This school was established in 1864.  First 

known as the Grout School.  Located on the 
section line between Section 1 and 2, Township 
1 North, Range 67 West. It was aka the 
Graham-Burge School.  In the 1870's it was 
called the Winbourne School and still later, the 
Tracyville School.  Located west of Fort 
Lupton, across the South Platte River near the 
hill, also known as Burge Hill.  On 4 April 
1885 the Western Union Church Association 
deeded a corner of the section between Sections 
1 and 2 of 1-67 to the school district #9.  
Trustees of the church were William 
Winbourne, Mortimore Slate, George Tracy, 
John S. Wheeler and W. W. Osment.  School 
district No. 9 was reorganized in 1913 and 
became part of No. 8/Fort Lupton.  Teachers 
included Nettie Porter, Sallie McClugg, Henry 
G. Harding, Katy Meace, Floy W. Holcomb, L. 
Williams, Z. C. Lockin, Mary Sullivan, M. 
Wheeler, Jennie Clayton, Mary C. Whitehead, 
Thomas Cowell, Mary Williamson, Andrew 
Wilson, Kate Quigley, Cena Wright, Susie 
Stokes, W. H. Thompson, Minnie Parks, Maud 
McGregor, Mildred Stevenson, A. H. Bell. 
Consolidated 1913 w/No. 8. 
Burge School 1885-1913 TWP 1-67 
Aka Grout, Tracyville School, Graham School, 
Weld County School District #9.  Established 4 
April 1885 when the Western Union Church 
Association deeded a corner of the Section 2, 
Township 1 North, Range 67 West to the 
school district.  Trustees of the church were 
William Winbourne, Mortimore Slate, George 
Tracy, John S. Wheeler and W. W. Osment.  
The school was named for rancher William J. 
Burge whose land was nearby.  The teacher in 
1885 was Mary Williamson.  The school was 
west of Fort Lupton on the west side of the 
South Platte School (?), above the ditch, and 
north of P-D Highway #52. From 1885-1913. 
---------------------------------------------------------

-------------- 
1912 December 16-"Will" died unexpectedly 
in San Antonio, Bexar Co, Texas.  While in 
Corpus Christi, Texas about two weeks before 
he died, he became ill, but seemed to be 
improving.  They were on their way home 
when he was taken to the hospital in San 
Antonio.  Seven of his 10 living children were 
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minors at the time.  His oldest son, Wylie W. 
Burge, was named guardian and also 
Administrator of the Estate. Robert E. 
Winbourn, Will's second cousin and a nephew 
of his wife, Julina, was the Attorney for the 
Estate.  See below for the estate records. 
 
       Burge Laid to Rest--Fort Lupton Press 
     The funeral services of  
              William Jefferson Burge 

Services were held last Sunday at the M. E. 
Church, of which Mr. Burge was a trustee, by 
the Rev. Adams. 
  
After the services at the church the remains 
were given to the Masonic Lodge of which Mr. 
Burge was a member.  The ceremony given by 
the local lodge was very impressive, about 45 
masons being in procession with the members 
of the Eastern Star to lead the procession.  The 
coffin which held the remains was banked with 
lovely floral offerings as a token of the 
friendship which existed between Mr. Burge 
and his many friends. 
 
Bountiful Chapter No. 72, 
O. E. S. 
Fort Lupton, Colo. 1912 
"Whereas, our Heavenly Father, in His all wise 
Providence, has taken from our midst our 
Brother, William J. Burge, be it Resolved; That 
Bountiful Chapter #72, Order of Eastern Star, 
hereby extend our heart felt sympathy to our 
beloved sister in this her great bereavement. 
Mrs. O. H. Barney 
Mrs. Clara McKissick 
Gilbert Landell 
---------------------------------------------------------
-Estate Records of William J. Burge on file at 
the Colorado State Archives, Denver, Denver 

Co, CO 
1912 December 31 State of Colorado, County 
of Weld No. 1167: 
Proof of Death was submitted by Wylie W. 
Burge. 
The bond was in the amount of $28,000.00 and 
Wylie W. Burge (son), Julina W. Burge 
(widow), and Wylie T. Burge (brother) were 
sureties.  

Heirs named were:  Julina W., widow, Wylie 
W., son, Walter T., son,  William Marvin, son, 
Thomas F., son age 18, Albert C., son age 15, 
Pearl, daughter age 13, Floyd W., son age 12, 
Francis W., son age 9, Dennis A., son age 7, 
Norman B., son age 5. 
Will's real estate included the W 1/2 NW 1/4, 
Sec. 1; 10 acres in the SE 1/4 NW 1/4, Sec. 1; 
N 1/2 SE 1/4, Sec. 2, and the SW 1/4 Sec. 2, all 
in T. 1 N., R. 67 W.  (330 acres); together with 
water rights appurtenant thereto--Value 
$18,000.00.  Six shares stock in The New 
Brantner Extension Ditch Company-value 
$1,200.00 for a total of $19, 200.00. 
His chattel property consisted of:  33 head of 
horses-value $2,830.00; 107 head of cattle-
value $2,140.00; 700 bushels of oats-value 
$210.00; 1300 bushels of wheat-value $650.00; 
10 ton of alfalfa in the stack-value $40.00, 
Agricultural implements and vehicles-value 
$500.00; 1 Automobile (EMF-30 1910)--value 
$500.00; 5 Shares of capital stock in The Fort 
Lupton State Bank, par value $500.00 and his 
bank balance at The Fort Lupton State Bank 
was $5,677.77 for a total of $13,047.77. 
Notes and accounts in the amount of $4,648.30 
included:  A. H. Bell owing $3,512.64 (7% 
interest); Wylie W. Burge owing $1,000 
($80.00 interest); and J. T. Kellerman owing 
$135.66--past due & doubtful of collection. 
Recorded January 03, 1913, Record 2 page 
574. 
1913 January 14:  

Oath of Appraisers:  A. H. Bell, neighbor; T. C. 
Winbourn, brother-in-law and second cousin; 
Wylie T. Burge, brother. 
Appraisers' Estimate of the Value of 

Property Allowed to the Widow or Orphans 

allowed by law: 

Beds, Bedsteads, and Bedding for widow and 
family  $25.00 
Wearing Apparel for widow and family 
              $50.00 
Household furniture for widow and family 
   $ 50.00 
Family Pictures, School Books and Library 
     $ 5.00  
Stoves and Appendages kept for use of family
               $ 5.00 
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Cooking Utensils    
      $5.00 
*Household Furniture not enumerated 
   $100.00 
Provisions necessary for six months  
   $360.00  
Fuel necessary for six months   
      $36.00 
*Working animals    
              $200.00 
2 Cows and Calves    
  $100.00 
10 Sheep     
    $30.00 
1 Horse, Saddle and Bridle   
  $100.00 
Necessary food for Animals for six months 
  $100.00    
1 Farm Wagon, 1 Plow, 1 Harrow  
    $70.00 
*Other Farm Implements   
    $50.00  
1 Bed and Bedding    
    $10.00  
Seat or Pew in any house of Worship  
     $ 5.00 
Site of Burial of the Dead   
   $ 20.00 
*Tools and implements of any person 
    $200.00 
1 Bicycle     
    $15.00 
1 Sewing Machine    
   $ 40.00 
      
  ------------- 
Total                  
  $1,576.00 
*These were pre-set amounts 
Report of Personal Property Set Off to Mrs.            

  Julina W. Burge: 
Five hogs, cash allowance at appraised value 
   $ 63.75 
Household goods    
  $200.00 
      
            ------------- 
Balance Due said Julina W. Burge in Money 
             $1,312.25   

Appraisement Bill of the Goods, Chattels and 
Personal Estate         $7,748.50 
Notes and Accounts              
  $11,746.28 
1913 January 23- Petition to Sell Personal 
Property at Private Sale by Administrator 
1913 January 24- Order to Sell Personal 
Property at Private Sale by Administrator 
Bill of Sale for a portion of the personal estate 
of deceased:   
One hundred beef cattle--$2497.10  
Twenty pigs were sold for $64.50 
Total amount --$2561.60 
1913 April 4- Notice of Inheritance Tax mailed 
to all heirs 
1913 May 10- Inheritance Tax Assessment:   
Cash value of Estate-  $27,185.30: 
Real Property $8,140.00 
Bank account, bank shares, notes owed 
$12,396.80 
Chattel Property $6,648.50 
Debts and claims against Estate- $3,820.20: 
Funeral $432.50  
County Court $75.00 
R. E. Winbourn, Attys. fees $200.00 
W. W. Burge-Adm. 6% on 
$19,045.30=$1,112.70 
Julina Burge, Widow's Allowance $2,000.00 
Net Cash Value- $23,365.10  
Widow's portion of Net Cash Value $11,682.55 
(one-half; the remaining one-half divided 
among their ten children and they weren't 
taxed) 
Exemption $10,000.00 
Tax of 2 per cent on $1,682.55=$33.65 
1914 January 29 Report of Public Sale--
$2,932.25 
1914 February 16- Order Final Settlement, 
Distribution and Discharge: 
Sale Bill of the Estate of William J. Burge, 
Public and Private Sales-$2,445.93--(1913 
March 20-1914 January 30) 
*Total of Estate:  $14,598.90 
*Expended:             5,446.83 
For distribution      9,152.07 together with Five 
shares of the capital stock of The Fort Lupton 
State Bank. 
Distribution: 
To Julina W. Burge, widow of William J. 



 HART TO HARTT SUPPLEMENT 

 44

Burge, Deceased $4,576.03 
Balance to his ten children--$457.61 each 
Wylie W. Burge, Administrator is discharged. 
Recorded March 30, 1914 in open court. 

---------------------------------------------- 
*For some reason there is not an accounting 
for these final figures. I assume the value of the 
property, $8,140.00, was deducted as it was not 
sold.  Or the 18,000.00 (market value?) was 
deducted. 

---------------------------------------------- 
1938 February 3--Thomas F. Burge one of 
Will's older sons in California wrote to the 
courts inquiring about the estate of his father, 
William JAMES Burge.  Everyone has always 
taken it for granted that Will's middle name 
was JEFFERSON but in checking the records 
that I have, only the initial J. has been used.  
(James Burge was his 2nd great grandfather.) 

---------------- 

              Generation Nine 
 
*Dennis Allen Burge 1906-1985 

(Dennis, Julina, William, Cornelius, David, 
John, John, Elizabeth, Isaac) 
 
Dennis was born on September 22, 1906 and 
grew up one and one-half miles west of Fort 
Lupton, Colorado on the Burge home place at 
the foot of Burge Hill. He was the 13th and 
next to youngest child of William Jefferson and 
Julina H. Winbourn Burge.  He attended 
schools in Fort Lupton and California, as his 
parents would go there and other places for 
periods of time due to his mother's poor health 
and to escape the cold winters in Colorado. 
Five of his brothers and only sister would 
choose to live in California, with two brothers 
moving back to Colorado in the late forties.  He 
was only 6 years when his father died and his 
oldest brother, Wylie, was named his guardian.  
Sometimes he would stay at the home of Wylie 
when his parents traveled and was probably 
staying there when his father died. 
 
He is on the 1910 Census Weld Co, CO living 
in the household of his father, William J. 
Burge. 

1915 Sept-1916 May 16--Dennis attended the 
Fort Lupton Consolidated School: Dist. No. 8, 
Weld County, Colorado.  He attended school 
143 days, 0 times tardy and his grade average 
was G+ for nearly perfect and G for good.  His 
report card shows his third grade teacher was 
Mrs. Theodora C. Hubbell and he was 
promoted to the fourth grade.  During 
December and January he was in class for a 
total of only 24 days; he may have been in 
school in CA at that time.  or it was a long 
Christmas break. 
 
The 1920 Census Weld Co, CO lists him in the 
household of his mother, Julina W. Burge. 
Dennis also lived in California when he was an 
adult, working with his brothers Pete and 
Johnnie, in the produce industry. On Oct 27, 
1930 when he married Maud W. Thorley, he 
was living in Hanford, Kings Co, CA.  In 1938 
he lived in El Monte, Los Angeles Co, CA.  
From 1933-1941 he was a truck driver for 
Pacific Motor Transport Company in Los 
Angeles, where his two daughters were born; 
Beverly in 1933 and Julina in 1941.  Prior to 
the family moving to Colorado, Dennis and his 
family, his two brothers, Jim and Pete, with 
their families lived on the same block, Garnet 
Street in Los Angeles.  
 
He returned to Fort Lupton, Weld Co, CO in 
April, 1942, when he inherited farm land from 
his mother's estate* and farmed there for many 
years.  He had many other jobs to supplement 
his farming income.  One year he raised 
chickens but a hail storm killed almost all of 
them.  He was a produce inspector during the 
fall months when the potatoes and onions were 
harvested.  In the winter, he hauled coal and 
worked at The Great Western Sugar Company, 
the sugar beet factory.  In about 1950 he leased 
his farmland and went to work for the Union 
Pacific Railroad.  He worked there for many 
years.  Just before he retired, in about 1966, he 
had his own Farmers Union Insurance agency.   
 
He then moved to Arvada, Jefferson Co, CO 
and lived with his daughter, Beverly, and her 
family but wintered in Phoenix, Arizona.  In 
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1975 he moved to Grand Junction, Mesa Co, 
CO and in 1980 to Houston, Harris Co, TX 
when his son-in-law was transferred in his job.  
When oil was discovered on his property in 
about 1983, he decided to sell his land and 
travel.  When his health began to fail, he moved 
to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows Home 
in Canon City, Colorado and was residing there 
at the time of his death on October 13, 1985. 
 
He was very active in the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows and became Grand Master in 1958 
for the state of Colorado.  He visited and 
conducted meetings at every Odd Fellow hall in 
Colorado, while he was Grand Master and also 
went to every state in the United States, in 
connection with the IOOF.  His memberships 
included:  IOOF Lodge #100, of which he was 
Past Noble Grand, Junior IOOF Sabre Tooth 
#4, and Bluebird Rebekah Lodge #28 in Fort 
Lupton, Colorado; Columbus Encampment 
#18, Canton Longmont #3, Longmont and the 
Rocky Mountain Lodge #2, Central City, 
Colorado.  He was also a member of the First 
United Methodist Church in Fort Lupton. 
In addition to his IOOF activities, Dennis' 
favorite pastimes were ballroom dancing, cross 
word puzzles and fishing.  He was a staunch 
Democrat and would argue politics with 
Democrats and Republicans alike. During 
election times he volunteered for the 
Democratic party candidates that he supported. 
 

Land Record 

*Legal Description:  The West 1/2 of the NW 
1/4 Section 1, Township 1 North, Range 67 
West of the 6th P.M., Weld County, Colorado 
EXCEPT State Highway R.O.W. and County 
Road R.O.W.  Contains 80.92 Acres mol. 
      

    Obituary 

Greeley Tribune, Vol. 77, No. 362, October 16, 
1985, p A4 and the Fort Lupton Press, Vol 86 
Number 43, October 17, 1985, p 10: 
 

 Dennis Burge Passed Away  

Dennis Burge, 79, of Canon City, formerly of 
Fort Lupton, died October 13, 1985 at the 
Thomas Moore Hospital in Canon City.  He 

was born in Fort Lupton September 22, 1906, 
to parents William J. Burge and Julina 
(Winbourn) Burge.  He grew up and attended 
school in Fort Lupton and farmed in the Fort 
Lupton area until the 1960's when he moved to 
Arvada and later Phoenix, Arizona.  In 1975 he 
moved to Grand Junction, then to Houston, 
Texas in 1980.  In 1983 he moved to IOOF 
home in Canon City. 
 
He was a member of the First United Methodist 
Church in Fort Lupton, as well as the IOOF 
Lodge 100, Junior IOOF Sabre Tooth 4, and 
Bluebird Rebekah Lodge 28 in Fort Lupton.  
He was Past Noble Grand of Lodge 100 and 
also Past Grand Master of the state lodge.  He 
was a member of Columbus Encampment 18, 
Canton Longmont 3, Longmont Rocky 
Mountain Lodge 2, Central City. 
 
He is survived by two daughters, Mrs. Jordan 
(Beverly) Moon of Seymour, Conn., Mrs. 
Richard (Julyna) Landa of Petaluma, Calif. and 
five grandchildren.  He was preceded in death 
by 12 brothers, one sister and three infant 
brothers and sister.  
 
Funeral services will be held Friday, October 
18 at the First United Methodist Church, Fort 
Lupton, at 10 a.m. with Rev Paul Holland 
officiating.  Interment will follow at Hillside 
Cemetery, Fort Lupton, with IOOF in charge of 
arrangements.  Memorials may be made to the 
IOOF Memorial Fund.   

---------------------------------- 
                       Funeral Program  

In Memory of Dennis Burge 

 
September 22, 1906 October 13, 1985  

Fort Lupton, Colo. Canon City, Colo. 

 
Services  

Ten o'clock, Friday, Oct. 18, 1985  
First United Methodist Church  
Fort Lupton, Colorado 
Rev. Paul Holland, officiating 
Organ Music  
"Rock of Ages" 
Miss Velva Whitney, organist 
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Casket Bearers  

Robert Ceretto, Sr.  G. E. Wallner  
Jess Bernard    P. C. Wilmoth  
Clyde Lamb    Delbert Bangert  
Raymond Kelley   Loyd Elliott 
Concluding Services  

Hillside Cemetery Grave Space #6, Lot 8, 
Block B  
Fort Lupton, Colorado  
I.O.O.F Lodge #100 

------------ 
My father told me he was named for a character 
in a book his mother was reading just before he 
was born.  This is probably true as most of his 
older brothers were named after ancestors and 
there may have been no family names left--or 
she just wanted a son with a non-family name.  
Although, his next and last brother was named 
after a female cousin, Norma Brown.  The first 
names Wylie, Thomas, and William were 
names of Burge ancestors; William also being a 
Winbourn first name (Dennis' grandfather).  
Francis was a Wisdom ancestor as were the 
names Fisher and Woodall.  The name Clark 
was Dennis' great grandmother's maiden name.  
 

From Julyna:  

When cousins, Janice, Bobby & Panalee visited 
a couple of years ago or more, Jan said that our 
Dad was nursed by Bessie Mayfield (Great 
aunt) for a period of time because Grandma 
Julina was ailing after the birth.  Jan claims that 
Bessie is the one that named him.  Just another 
"thing of question" to add to the history.  
Dennis was the last child of William and Julina 
Burge to pass away.  He was 79 years old when 
he died, older than his parents and older than 
all of his siblings when they died.    
 
*Maude Whitcomb Thorley Burge (1912-1967)    
              Wife of Dennis Allen Burge 

 
"Maudie" was born December 25, 1912 in 
Portland, Multnomah Co, OR and was the 
daughter of Stephen Wilson and Mary 
Elizabeth Plumb/Plynt Thorley. 
 
My mother was a very small, petite ball of fire 
and could work circles around anyone.  She 

seemed to have a lot of energy or it may be that 
I had none.   She stood less than five feet tall, 
wore a size 4 shoe and weighed barely one 
hundred pounds.  To me, she was a very pretty 
woman.  When she was about 16 years old, she 
left home, as she and her step-father did not get 
along.  She moved to Venice, CA and lived 
with Eva Cook, a friend of hers.  Working in a 
restaurant there is where she met her husband 
to be, my father.  It is not known if she 
graduated from high school.  She probably did 
not as she was married in October 1930 and 
would have been in the graduating class of 
1931.Their marriage took place in Visalia, 
Tulare Co, CA. 
Any earlier knowledge of my mother is 
lacking.  As an "only" child for eight years, I 
took everything for granted, felt safe and secure 
and didn't worry about tomorrow let alone 
yesterday.  I am sure she told me about her 
early life but did I not retain what I was told, 
which I now regret. 
 
She always worked out of the home from being 
a waitress (when I was about six), to cleaning 
houses, and eventually being a clerk and 
bookkeeper at the Fort Lupton Hardware and 
Supply store.  I learned from this, that as a 
mother myself, I would always be there when 
my children came home from school because I 
didn’t like coming home to an empty house. I 
achieved this goal.   
 
My mother was also my best friend and I 
missed her tremendously when she wasn't 
there.  When at home, she kept a clean house, 
was an excellent cook, and in the summer 
canned all our fruits and vegetables. Moving 
from California to the farm in Fort Lupton 
during World War II was not easy for her; we 
had neither electricity nor indoor plumbing, 
including water.  I watched her work very hard 
and am sure I did not contribute as much as I 
should have. 
 
Some of Mom's favorite things were Emeraude 
perfume, pansies, Judy Garland, and movies--I 
remember during the 40's we saw many 
musicals that were featured at the Star Theater 
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in Fort Lupton. 
 
After my graduation in 1951, when I was 
seventeen, I moved out on my own.  Shortly 
thereafter, she and my father were divorced.  
She remarried in about 1955 to Charles Embrey 
and they moved to California. 
 
1913-The Oregon Daily Journal--Picture and 
article:   
       

 Takes to Sea Early in Life  
Mrs. S. W. Thorley and daughter, Maud 
Whitcomb Thorley .Maud Whitcomb Thorey 
will be the youngest and the smallest passenger 
aboard the new steam schooner Multnomah 
when she leaves St. Helens this afternoon for 
San Diego.  Baby Maud is just two months old 
and tips the scales at 8 1/2 pounds. 
 
"We decided to the make the trip to San Diego 
on the Multnomah," said S. W. Thorley, father 
of the little girl today "because baby Maud was 
born in Multnomah County and in the 
Multnomah hospital.  Of course, she will stand 
the trip well, children always do and I and my 
wife have been to sea often." 
1913-1916 Her father was residing in San 
Diego--San Diego City and County Directory. 
1916-1918 Her father was residing in Los 
Angeles-information from death certificate of 
her sister, Vivian. 
1918- ?? Her father was residing in 
Sacramento-information from death certificate 
of her sister, Elizabeth. 
1920-Census San Diego, CA:  Her parents are 
listed as living in a boarding house with seven 
other families.  However, Maud was listed as 
living with the Montijo family as a boarder, 
ward--January 5, 1920. 
1930 Her marriage license lists her as a resident 
of Visalia, Tulare Co, CA 
   
      Obituary 

From Blade-Tribune Tuesday, Sept. 26, 1967 p2   
   
              Mrs. Maude W. Embrey 

Oceanside -- Mrs. Maude W. Embrey, 54, of 

1310 Cornish Dr., Oceanside, died Sunday at 
her home. 
A native of Portland, Ore., Mrs. Embrey came 
to Oceanside 12 years ago from Denver, Colo.  
She was a bookkeeper at the United Furniture 
Co. and a member of St. Ann's Episcopal 
Church. 
 
Surviving are her husband, Charles E., 
daughters, Mrs. Julyna Landa of Anchorage, 
Alaska, and Mrs. Beverly Moon, of Denver, 
Colo. and her mother, Mrs. Mary Timmerman 
of Oceanside. 
 
Funeral services will be held Thursday at 2 
p.m. at Oceanside Mortuary with Fr. William 
A. Driver officiating.  Interment at Eternal Hills 
Cemetery will follow.  Oceanside Mortuary is 
completing funeral arrangements. 

----------------- 

                 Funeral Program 
 In Memory of Maude W. Embrey 

Native of Portland, Oregon  
December 25, 1912 -September 24, 1967 
Services in Chapel  
Oceanside Mortuary  
Thursday, September 28th, 2:00 p.m. 
Officiating  
The Reverend William A. Driver 
Final Resting Place  
Eternal Hills Cemetery 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Beverly Burge Moon 

February 2008 
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